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INTRODUCTION

THE SCENE

POST-MORTEM PHASE

ANTE-MORTEM PHASE?

RECONCILIATION (IDENTIFICATION)?

BODY DISPOSAL
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330,803 square kilometres

Population: 30 million

Forensic Pathologists = 30 MOH (including 2 Forensic Anthropologists)
Forensic Odontologists = 4 AF, 4 Univ & 1 MOH

Forensic Radiologists = 2 Univ & 1 MOH

National Forensic Science Lab = DNA profiling
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THE SCENE
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* Search and Recover Operation : 25 May 2015 until 8 June 2015.

* Temporary shelters/camps of i1llegal immigrants located at the Malaysia-Thailand
border.

* Built without permission.
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139 graves found in Malaysia in hidden camps used by people
undertaking illegal border crossings from Thailand.

The deceased are thought to be Rohingya refugees fleeing from
Myanmar.

Skeletal remains of 165 people were discovered.

PM phase = 7/6/2015 — 1/7/2015
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MAP OF ILLEGAL DETENTION CAMP AT WANG BURMA/WANG KELIAN, PERLIS
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POST-MORTEM PHASE
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DVI Response

» Remains recovered and transported to a temporary DVI Mortuary at the Sultanah Bahiyah Hospital in
Alor Setor

« DVI teams from all over Malaysia were mobilised. ICRC Forensic Coordinator attended to observe.

» Post mortem examination of the skeletonised remains found that injuries were not a feature. Likely
that the deaths related to iliness and infections exacerbated by poor living conditions and limited
access to potable water and food. DNA samples and other data recorded for each set of remains.

» Deceased buried using temporary controlled burial to support the possibility of future identification.
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Clinical waste cold room
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Temporary Body Holding
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Digital Radiology




Personal effects.

Sex determination.

Age estimation.

Ancestry
approximation.

Stature estimation.

Injuries.

Cause of death.
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Forensic Pathologist

Forensic Medical Officer 19
Forensic Science Officer 11
Forensic PPP 21
Forensic PPK
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Forensic Odontologist

Odontologist
Dental Officer
Dental Assistant

Forensic Radiologist
Radiologist
Radiographer
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Postmortem Phase
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"E TEMPORARY CONTROLLED BURIAL

V|ct|ms to be guven proper burial
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FROM EXHUMATION TO TEMPORARY CONTROL BURIAL
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FLOW CHART OF DVI OPERATION
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Scene Operation Base
Temporary Bod Mortuary
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OUTCOME OF POLICE INVESTIGATION

* Case investigated under Section 26A Anti-Trafficking In Persons And Anti-
Smuggling Of Migrants Act 2007 (Act 670).

e Illegal immigrants were smuggled through an agent using boats in international
waters and then sailed to Thailand.

* Victims were transported from sea by smaller boats and cars to the Thailand-
Malaysia border.

* Victims were placed in temporary shelter/camp located in Malaysia territory which
was fully surrounded by barbed wire and guard posts.

* All victims were separated by gender and split into small groups.
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» Victims were required to provide the contact numbers of their family, relatives or friends

in their home country or in Malaysia to make a payment between RM 6000 — RM 8000
per person as payment for their release.

* Victims that could afford the payment were released.
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ASLA PACTFIC MEEMCO ERGAL ACENCIES

Nation

Home > News > Nation

Tuesday, 10 May 2016

Four charged with trafficking Illegals
brought to court in connection with

human-trafficking camps

BY CAVINA LIM
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ISSUES AND CHALLENGES

Communication, cooperation and coordination
Dealing with multi-agencies and expertise
National DVI Team - formalise

Preparedness — Capacity and Capability
Logistics support

Search and rescue vs search and recover

Legal aspect of Death Investigation

Training for First Responders

gl R e L R e e e

SOP’s and guidelines — harmonisation

10. Unidentified victims — what to do
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Wang Kelian become a ghost town after the
discovery of mass graves of illehal immigrants in
nearby Bukit Burma two years ago. Pix by Azhar
Ramli
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Forensic Science International

journal homepage: www.elsevier.com/locate/forsciint

Forensic Anthropology Population Data

The clandestine multiple graves in Malaysia: The first mass
identification operation of human skeletal remains

Mohd Suhani Mohd Noor?, Lay See Khoo"“*, Wan Zafirah Zamaliana Alias®,
Ahmad Hafizam Hasmi‘, Mohamad Azaini Ibrahim?, Mohd Shah Mahmood®

* Department of Forensic Medicine, Hospital Sultanah Bahiyah, Malaysia

B Institute for Environment and Development (LESTARI), Universiti Kebangsaan Malaysia (UKM), Malaysia
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ARTICLE INFO ABSTRACT

Article history:
Received 24 May 2016 The first ever mass identification operation of skeletal remains conducted for the clandestine graves in
Received in revised form 28 February 2017 Malaysia consisted of 165 individuals unearthed from 28 human trafficking transit camps located in
Accepted 13 May 2017 Wang Kelian, along the Thai-Malaysia border. A DVI response was triggered in which expert teams
Available online xxx comprising of pathologists, anthropologists, odontologists, radiologists and DNA experts were gathered
at the identified operation centre. The Department of Forensic Medicine, Hospital Sultanah Bahiyah, Alor
Keywords Star, Kedah, located approximately 75 km away from Wang Kelian, was temporarily converted into a
:'_1-"" dentification victim identification centre (VIC) as it is the nearest available forensic facility to the mass grave site. The
PN ViR Qi (e Victm identification centre (VIC) mortuary operation was conducted over a period of 3 months from June to September 2015, and was
l_ Mndestine multiple graves divided into two phases; phase 1 involving the postmortem examination of the remains of 116 suspected
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