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• INTRODUCTION

• THE SCENE

• POST-MORTEM PHASE

• ANTE-MORTEM PHASE?

• RECONCILIATION (IDENTIFICATION)?

• BODY DISPOSAL
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• 330,803 square kilometres

• Population: 30 million 

• Forensic Pathologists = 30 MOH (including 2 Forensic Anthropologists)

• Forensic Odontologists = 4 AF, 4 Univ & 1 MOH

• Forensic Radiologists = 2 Univ & 1 MOH

• National Forensic Science Lab = DNA profiling
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THE SCENE
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• Search and Recover Operation : 25 May 2015 until 8 June 2015.

• Temporary shelters/camps of illegal immigrants located at the Malaysia-Thailand
border.

• Built without permission.
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 139 graves found in  Malaysia in hidden camps used by people 
undertaking illegal border crossings from Thailand.

 The deceased are thought to be Rohingya refugees fleeing from 
Myanmar. 

 Skeletal remains of 165 people were discovered.

 PM phase = 7/6/2015 – 1/7/2015 
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Wang Kelian
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PETA LOKASI KEM PTI

KG TELOK
BUKIT ANAK GAJAH

Illegal Camp Site

MALAYSIA -THAILAND BORDERS
(WHITE/ YELLOW LINES)

MAP OF ILLEGAL DETENTION CAMP AT WANG BURMA/WANG KELIAN, PERLIS
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3 skeletal human remains in one grave
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@ HUMAN REMAIN.
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POST-MORTEM PHASE
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PROCESS
DVI Response 

• Remains recovered and transported to a temporary DVI Mortuary at the Sultanah Bahiyah Hospital in 
Alor Setor

• DVI teams from all over Malaysia were mobilised. ICRC Forensic Coordinator attended to observe.

• Post mortem examination of the  skeletonised remains found that injuries were not a feature. Likely 
that the deaths related to illness and infections exacerbated by poor living conditions and  limited 
access to potable water and food. DNA samples and other data recorded for each set of remains. 

• Deceased buried using temporary controlled burial to support the possibility of future identification.
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M

BODY STORAGE
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Clinical waste cold room
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Temporary Body Holding
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Grave site Date received Body bags Remains 

A 25/6/2015 3 1

B 26-30/5/2015 34 44

C 5/6/2015 14 14

D 6/6/2015 20 20

E 7/6/2015 30 30

F 8/6/2015 7 7

G 22/8/2015 6 31

H 22/8/2015 18 18

132 165

Grave sites Postmortem phase
A - F 7/6 – 1/7/2015
G, H 1 – 4/9/2015 APMLA MEETING & ICRC WORKSHOPS 2017 - PATTAYA
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Digital Radiology



• Personal effects.
• Sex determination.
• Age estimation.
• Ancestry 

approximation.
• Stature estimation.
• Injuries.
• Cause of death.
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HSB KKM ATM IPTA
Forensic Pathologist 2 19
Forensic Medical Officer 3 19
Forensic Science Officer 2 11
Forensic PPP 4 21
Forensic PPK 4 13
Medical attendant 3
Forensic Odontologist 1 1 3
Odontologist 2 2 2
Dental Officer 2 6 1
Dental Assistant 2 3 3
Forensic Radiologist 1 2
Radiologist 8
Radiographer 30 1

Total 62 97 7 5
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Medical personnel: 171
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Postmortem Phase
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TEMPORARY CONTROLLED BURIAL
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Date Remains 
buried

22/6/2015 21

28/6/2015 30

3/7/2015 24

5/7/2015 24

8/9/2015 20

Total 119
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FROM EXHUMATION TO TEMPORARY CONTROL BURIAL
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FLOW CHART OF DVI OPERATION

APMLA MEETING & ICRC WORKSHOPS 2017 - PATTAYA 49

Scene
Forward  

Operation Base
Main Operation 

Base

Mortuary 
(Post 

Mortem)

Body 
Management

Temporary 
Control 
Burial

Reconciliation

Ante 
Mortem 

Collection
X



OUTCOME OF POLICE INVESTIGATION 

• Case investigated under Section 26A Anti-Trafficking In Persons And Anti-
Smuggling Of Migrants Act 2007 (Act 670).

• Illegal immigrants were smuggled through an agent using boats in international
waters and then sailed to Thailand.

• Victims were transported from sea by smaller boats and cars to the Thailand-
Malaysia border.

• Victims were placed in temporary shelter/camp located in Malaysia territory which
was fully surrounded by barbed wire and guard posts.

• All victims were separated by gender and split into small groups.
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• Victims were required to provide the contact numbers of their family, relatives or friends
in their home country or in Malaysia to make a payment between RM 6000 – RM 8000
per person as payment for their release.

• Victims that could afford the payment were released.
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Nation
Home > News > Nation

Tuesday, 10 May 2016

Four charged with trafficking Illegals 

brought to court in connection with 

human-trafficking camps
BY CAVINA LIM
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ISSUES AND CHALLENGES
1. Communication, cooperation and coordination

2. Dealing with multi-agencies and expertise

3. National DVI Team – formalise

4. Preparedness – Capacity and Capability

5. Logistics support

6. Search and rescue vs search and recover

7. Legal aspect of Death Investigation

8. Training for First Responders

9. SOP’s and guidelines – harmonisation

10. Unidentified victims – what to do
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“FAIL TO PREPARE……………
………….BE PREPARED TO FAIL”

Thank you 
for your kind attention


